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The relationship between Christians, Catholics
included, and politics -the issues of the polis [city] as
the name tells, hasn’ t been an easy one. Starting from
Jesus’ apparent “autonomy” between the things
of the Caesar and those of God, followed by the two
cities of Augustine, the medieval ideal of Christendom,
the cross and throne alliance of the Catholic European
monarchies, the Christian political parties born
throughout Europe after Leo X1II' s encyclical

“Rerum Novarum” (1891) up to the Marxist analysis
of reality and social and political commitment of the
Theology of Liberation in the last century, we can say
that the Christian position towards the political realm
has been truly diverse.

Indeed, in the process of evangelization, of bringing
Christ to the nations, politics have been and still are
quite pervasive in the picture. It wasn’ t only that the
missionaries brought their political realm with their
Gospel; Christianity itself centers around the idea of
the Kingdom of God, a proposal for building human
society -the polis- based on respect to the human being,
on the ideals of justice, peace, truth, love, of God™ s
primacy--- and this proposal is indeed different from
others that have at the core other values, like capital,
economic benefit and accumulation of wealth, or class
struggle, historical materialism and dictatorship of the
proletariat or even nihilism and anarchism.

Looking to the history of this relation between
politics and the Gospel through the lens of the
historical processes of evangelization, can help
us to enlighten our understanding of the political
responsibility of each Christian and the Church in the
task of building up the Kingdom to come at a time
when the once noble art of politics (management of
the polis) is turning into murky “party-tics. ”
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