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’c 'f. Family, Marriage and “De Facto” Unions. Cf. Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the Collaboration of Man and Women in the Church and in the World.
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nce there was a snake who was
Ounhappy because he seemed to
upset everyone. He never did anything
wrong, yet everyone ran away from
him or threw sticks and stones at him.
He figured out that it must be because
of his personal appearance, and so he
made up his mind to change that. He
placed his tail in his mouth and formed
himself into a perfect circle. He then
stiffened himself and seemed perfectly wooden.
Soon, some children found him, pounced on
him eagerly and screamed, "Oh, what a pretty
green hoop." And taking a stick, they began to
roll it along the ground, every now and then
giving it a smart smack to keep it rolling along.
The poor snake stood the punishment as long
as he could. At the first opportunity, he rolled
off into the bushes and slipped back into his
former shape and slithered away safely. He
said to himself: "l have learned my lesson that
no matter how unfortunate my lot, [ don't gain

anything by pretending to be someone else.
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